
What Every 
Sandy City 
Resident and 
Property Owner 
Should Know….

CITY RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ADHERING TO THE 
FOLLOWING CITY ORDINANCES:

Visit us online at www.sandy.utah.gov

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE

Garbage, Debris, and Junk
Property owners shall not deposit, store, maintain or collect, junk, 
junk vehicles, or rubbish on their property. 
Junk vehicles are any vehicle which is dismantled, inoperable, or 
undrivable may not remain on a piece of property for more than 
30 days.  Vehicles that are operable but not licensed may not be
on a piece of property for more than 90 days. 
Garbage and rubbish receptacles shall not be stored within the 
front yard setback of a home, except during the time period set 
aside for garbage collection.

Vehicle Restoration and Repair (Effective June 1, 2005)

If a vehicle being restored or repaired is to be stored on premise 
for more than 30 days and not located within a fully enclosed, 
permanent structure, a permit must be obtained from Sandy City. 
Such permits enable a vehicle to be stored outside of an enclosed 
structure for up to six months.  Upon expiration of the permit the 
vehicle must be removed from the premise or moved into an 
enclosed structure.
While the vehicle is being stored out of doors it must be stored on 
a hard surface in front of a garage/carport or in the side yard.
When no work is being conducted on the vehicle it must be 
covered with a manufactured car cover.

Weeds 
Weeds may not be more than six-inches in height and any weed 
cuttings must be removed from the premises.

Landscape Maintenance (Effective June 1, 2005)

Landscape areas visible from the street must be landscaped.  
Landscaping shall be installed within six months of occupancy or
the next planting period whichever comes first.
Landscaping shall include the following: decorative surfacing such 
as bark chips, crushed stone, mulch materials, sod, grass, ground 
cover, trees, shrubs, vines and other plant materials (except weeds). 
Features such as fountains, pools, statues, and benches may also be 
considered landscaping
Landscaping shall be maintained and adequately watered to keep 
landscaping in a healthy condition. 
Dead or unhealthy plant materials shall be replaced within six 
months or the next planting period.
Damaged features in the landscaping shall be removed, replaced or 
repaired within three months.

Structure Maintenance (Effective June 1, 2005)

Residences shall be maintained such that all occupied rooms and 
other interior areas will be weather-tight, water-tight, rodent proof, 
and fit for human habitation and constructed according to adopted 
building codes.

Fences, Walls and Screens (Effective June 1, 2005)

Fences, walls and screens shall be painted, stained, or constructed 
of decay resistant materials and maintained in good condition.
Contact Sandy City Community Development Department for 

more information, plan@sandy.utah.gov

Whether a premises is owner occupied or not, the owner of such property must comply with the following

The recently adopted Sandy City Neighborhood Preservation and Maintenance Plan defines several 
implementation strategies to help preserve our neighborhoods.  These strategies include education, programs and 
where necessary, revising city ordinances.  One specific area the plan calls for is the development and adoption of 
a citywide Property Maintenance Ordinance.

On November 22, 2004 the City Council adopted a Property Maintenance Ordinance after having a series of 
workshops and public hearings.  The ordinance, which goes into effect June 1, 2005,  defines minimum levels of 
maintenance for properties, structures and landscaping.  Below is a summary of the new Property Maintenance 
Ordinance a well as other adopted ordinances for Sandy City properties. In the coming months, the City will be 
sending out additional mailers of the information provided below concerning residential ordinances.



ACCESSORY STRUCTURES

BUILDING PERMITS

PARKING AT A RESIDENCE

Commercial or Recreational Vehicles & Trailers
Ordinances that regulate the parking of Commercial and/or 
Recreational vehicles on residential property vary based upon 
vehicle and lot size.  Please contact the Planning Division at 568-
7256 for more information regarding applicable standards specific 
to your property.
Commercial and recreational vehicles and trailers may not at any
time be parked on the street.

Car Ports, Awnings or Vehicle Covers
Any attachment to the main structure must meet the required 
setbacks from rear and side property lines.  For setback 
information contact the Sandy City Community Development 
Department at 568-7256.

Off-Street Parking 
Sufficient off-street parking should be provided for all resident 
vehicles, reserving on-street parking for guests.
Vehicles may not be parked on parkstrips, sidewalks or 
landscaped areas.

On-Street Parking
Household or guest commuting vehicles may not park within 
seven feet of a mailbox, 15 feet of a fire-hydrant, 40 feet from an 
intersection, and cannot park directly across from a driveway.

A building permit is required to construct, alter, attach to, repair 
or convert any part of a home, including electrical, mechanical,
gas and plumbing work.  If you have any questions about what 
requires a permit contact the Sandy City Building and Safety 
Division at 568-7251.

Any structure greater than two feet in height and not attached to 
the residence must meet the following criteria.
•Such must be located in the rear or side yard areas.
•In a R-1-15 zone or less, such structures must not occupy 
more than 25 percent of the rear yard or 750 square 

feet,whichever is less.  They may not exceed 15 feet in height at 
the peak nor 12 feet in height at roof midpoint.
•In a R-1-20 zone or greater such structure may not occupy more 
than 25 percent of a rear yard or 1,500 square feet, whichever is 
less.  They may not exceed 20 feet in height at the peak nor 16 
feet at roof midpoint.

• All such structures must be at least 6 feet away from the main 
home.
•Setbacks from side and rear property lines must be three feet 
minimum. Structures may not be located within utility 
easements without consent from the affected utilities. Contact 
the Community Development Department at 568-7256 for 
easement information.

•Any structure over 120 square feet requires a building 
permit.

ADDRESSING
Each residence and business in Sandy must post address numbers 
on the exterior of their buildings in order to facilitate emergency 
response and public services demands.

HOME OCCUPATIONS
Residents who are conducting any business operations from a 
home must obtain a Sandy City business license.  For questions on 
licensing, please contact the Sandy City Business Licensing 
offices at 568-7252. Applications may be obtained at 
www.sandy.utah.gov.

STREET LIGHTS
If you have a streetlight that is out or in need of repair, contact 
Sandy City Public Utilities at 352-4400.

PENALTIES
Any violation of these may result in a Class B Misdemeanor     

To report a violation please call 568-7254

NOISE

HOUSEHOLD PETS

Noise created by radios, televisions tape players, compact disc 
players, musical instruments or other similar devices may not be
audible at the property line between the hours of 10p.m, and 7 
a.m.
Noises created by construction work or the use of domestic power
equipment may not be heard between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 
a.m.
For questions about other noise disturbances please contact the 
Sandy City Police Department at 568-7200.

No more than six household pets are allowed per residence and no
more than 2 dogs is allowed without a hobby license.  For 
information about agricultural animals contact the Planning and 
Zoning Department at 568-7256 or Animal Services at 352-4454

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
Various canyons along the Wasatch Front are an important source 
of our drinking water and are designated as “Protected Watershed 
Areas.” Regulations posted on trailhead signs govern our activity 
in these areas so this vital source of our drinking water will be 
kept clean. Please pay attention to posted markers.
The city storm water system is intended to route rainwater off the 
streets, but unfortunately takes all urban runoff with it. This 
includes chemicals, trash and debris from lawns, parking lots and 
streets. Contaminated storm water receives no treatment and 
eventually ends up in the Jordan River and the Great Salt Lake. 
You may contact Sandy City Public Utilities Department at   568-
7280 for more information.

WATER USE

Sprinkling and irrigation systems shall not be operated between 
10a.m. and 6p.m.  This excludes drip or bubbler systems.  For 
questions or complaints contact the Sandy City Public Utilities 
Department at 568-7280.

ACCESSORY APARTMENTS
Accessory apartments located in a residential zone are required to obtain 
a Conditional Use Permit from the Sandy City Planning Commission.  
For more information please contact the Sandy City Planning Division at 
568-7269


